
December 2018 
 

Dear friends, 
 
Here are a few things that have been happening for us here in Wickham. We would value your 
prayers. 
 

Our travels 
Tracy and I had some wonderful time off recently which we used to take some ‘roads less travelled’ 
to and from seeing family in the eastern states.  
 
We had the privilege to travel through some amazing country, leaving Marble Bar and going into 
Rudall NP out of Telfer. We then travelled the Tallawana Track, Canning Stock Route and Gary 
Junction Highway to Central Australia. We loved visiting some of the desert communities through 
these places. After leaving Alice Springs, we followed the Plenty Highway to Western Queensland 
(Boulia). 
 
After time with family and some milestone birthday celebrations, we headed to Victoria for the 
BCA Field Staff Conference in Marysville. Going via the Alpine Country provided an amazing 
contrast to the red dust of the desert tracks we had travelled through. The conference was a 
wonderful time of fellowship, teaching (from Peter Brain, Andrew Cameron), and getting to meet 
new Field Staff who have joined the BCA Family since the last Conference two years ago in 
Queensland. Sadly, we couldn’t be on both sides of this vast continent, and missed the fellowship 
of our Synod & School of Theology which just preceded this. Alas, Bill Salier, the Principal from 

From desert to snow what an amazing country we’ve been given – Thank You, Lord! 



Youthworks College in Sydney – with whom we have partnered the last four years with the Dusty 
Boots Teams – provided the teaching. 
 
After making our way to Coober Pedy (pray for someone to take up the BCA position there at the 
Catacomb Church – truly the most unique church ‘building’ in Australia), we headed back off the 
black top (bitumen), along the Anne Beadell ‘Highway’. This 
took us through areas such as Maralinga – where the British 
were allowed to conduct Nuclear Tests in the 1950s. Visiting 
these sites was 
truly eerie, and 
a sad reminder 
of the way our 
forebears 
deemed 
worthless, 
places that 
meant so much 
to the 
Indigenous 
people who 
called them 
‘home’.  I took 
a video while at the site – you can view it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcWOcEyHFNQ . The AB ‘Highway’ deteriorated into a series 
of ‘washouts’ narrower than our vehicle for about 200 kms of its 1300 km length. This made night 
driving and changing a flat tyre (as we sought to get past a huge electrical storm) both spectacular 
and nerve-wracking (cue a vast array of emojis). 
 
We were extremely grateful for this trip: the beauty of the country the Lord has given; the 
tranquillity and solitude. We certainly returned to Wickham refreshed. 
 
Port Hedland comes to visit 
We had a great time with the crew from St Matts, Port Hedland, when they came to Point Samson 
for their weekend away. It was great to share from The Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount. 
We had covered these precious Scriptures earlier in the year here at Wickham, and each time you 
go through it again, the revelation sharpens, the truths are richer, the ‘Blesseds’ deeper. We 
marvelled together at the way all of Jesus’ teaching can be witnessed and understood through 
these simple and profound statements. It doesn’t take long to establish a ‘tradition’, and we are 
already making plans for the same time and place next year. 
 
 
Baptism 
Just before we left on our trip, we enjoyed the great celebration of the baptism for one of our 
number, who joined the church this year. Steph has come out of an abusive background, and had 
sought God in the Jehovah’s Witnesses, before being brought by a friend to church in Wickham. 
Here she has blossomed as she discovered the Grace of God in Christ. The Lord has worked 
wonderfully in her life, and for the first time she is enjoying living in her ‘own place’ (next to us in 

Some ‘scenes’ from our travels 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcWOcEyHFNQ


The Rectory) with her two boys. Building a new life away from drugs, prison, and abusive 
relationships is a steep learning curve. Pray for Steph and her boys. 
 

The Warths and the Corners 
We are very grateful to the Lord for the way that Matt and Naomi Warth ‘held the fort’ for us in 
our absence. They continue to develop wonderfully in ministry here. Matt’s involvement through 
Chaplaincy with the School, the Projects, and the Prison are a great encouragement and are 
already bearing fruit. Pray for them as they are talking to both CMS and BCA. Indeed, we are very 
grateful that for the first time, CMS are looking at sending people to the Pilbara. Please pray for 
these developments and for the Warths as they trust the Lord and seek His leading. 
 
It is with sadness however, that we farewelled the Corner family at the end of November. After 
nearly four years of faithful service they have returned to New South Wales. Their absence will 
leave a big hole, and Brendan’s great generosity will be missed by many, not just in the Bronx, but 
in the school where he has worked for the past year. They are looking to settle in the Central West 
of NSW, around Orange, as they seek to be close to family, with their three young children. Please 
pray for them as they transition back into life there. 
 

Family 
Please give thanks with us, as our Sarah married Josh (yes, a different one) in Perth at the end of 
November. Our great mate, Frank Nicol, from Exmouth, came down to take the service, so that 
Rich could just be Dad for the day. Give praise for the precious opportunity, as Frank declared the 
precious truth of marriage according to God’s Plan. Sarah was very thankful for family making their 
way across the country, so that we could be together for this wonderful celebration. 
 

Holy Trinity Roebourne 
The restoration of Holy Trinity at Roebourne has reached a fantastic stage – the removal of all the 
temporary fencing and full scaffold that has surrounded the building this year. Now the completed 
roof and external repointing of the stone can be seen – and it is magnificent. What is more, 
courtesy of another single generous gift, we were able to apply to the State Heritage Council for 
this year’s round of funding, and were thrilled and thankful to see the matching of these funds 
through the approval of our application. This gives us $200,000 to do: the final internal render; the 
replacement of the ceiling; the re-glazing of the windows, and creation of shutters to match the 
building for protection from cyclones and vandalism. These works will bring the building to 95 per 

left: Baptism – in the name of the Father; right: what a special day and privilege 



cent complete. Give thanks for the generous gifts that have made this work possible; for the 
approval of grant applications; for the high standard of work on the building, which has ‘set the 
bar’ according to experienced Heritage Professionals; and for the chance to soon have a fully 
restored church building that can support the work of ministry in Roebourne for generations to 
come. 
 
Pray too for the service we will have at Holy Trinity on Christmas Eve. Now that the fences and 
scaffolding have been removed, we will have a Carols Service outside under the stars with a 
beautiful floodlit backdrop. Pray people will focus on the Saviour more than the building. We will 
also hold a Christmas Service in the prison for the first time in years, and many inmates (men and 
women) are keen to attend. Please pray that this might lead to future opportunities to hold regular 
services there next year. 

 
Thank you so much for your partnership with us in prayer, your messages of encouragement; and 
the knowledge that we rejoice together in the work of our Saviour King. 
 
Every blessing in Jesus, 
 

Rich & Tracy 
 

 
 

Our ministry here is supported by Bush Church Aid. 
 

Click here to make an online donation. 
 
 

Reaching Australia for Christ since 1919 

left: new coping on south-east corner of Holy Trinity; middle: north side complete; right: Dave Baessler, 
the builder, with our Heritage Professionals/Architects, Stephen Carrick & Ian Dodson and Rich 
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